B TECHNICAL A CHANGE IN AL

[ITUDE ,

/

» Ao

A Ghange In Altitude

ADDING OPTIONS TO YOUR G4’S RIDE HEIGHT

BY ANDY BOLIG / PHOTOS MARK ROSEBERRY

Personalization, it takes on many forms. Many times, the first modifications to a car are done
to make it more to the owner’s liking in appearance or style. The exlenl of modification is as
personal to the owner as the moils themselves. ]{ -ﬁ

One trend that has spread throughout the automotive hobby is the use of air
bag suspension systems to allow a variable ride height that is adjustable at the
push of a button. While it may not replace a Z51 suspension’s handling
prowess, if you're looking for something to make your C4 Corvelte stand
out from the crowd on the show field, this just might be for you.

More than just personalizing your ride, the C4 air-ride suspension
system is upgradeable to include digital air pressure readouts, a
remote air adjustment control or a larger air tank. Using this kit,
you can adjust the ride height of your C4 from ground scraping
to clearance enhancing, simply by pushing a button. The ride

1 Both the front and rear suspensions are sold as a bolt-in kit. The front features new lower
control arms with air bags, new bushings and ball joints, while the rear segment replaces the
rear spring with new pieces and airbags to adjust the system.
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characteristics of your Corvette can also
be transitioned on the fly between a soft,
to a more firm ride, depending on your
settings. There are also provisions so
that you can adjust the speed of which
your Corvette changes its altitude and
each corner of the system is adjustable
independently.

One reason why it has taken so
long for a system to become available
for Corvette enthusiasts is because of

Corvette’s intricate suspension system.
Replacing a transverse spring with
anything capable of holding up the
vehicle has been a challenge, save
for some coilover suspension systems.
While coilover shocks will typically
allow for adjustment of the vehicle’s
ride height and suspension firmness,
you would have to crawl under the car
to make those adjustments. Sterling
Accessories has designed this air-
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2 Starting at the front, we removed the shock mounts and the sway bar mounts. A word of
caution here, before loosening the nut on the lower ball joints, be sure to Support the lower
control arm because there will still be considerable force from the spring. Once the force
from the spring is slowly relieved, you can proceed to unbolt both lower control arms.

3 With the lower control arms removed, you can unbolt and remove the spring.

4 The air bags hold the vehicle up and they use this aluminum mount, bolted to the
frame, as a support for the bag system. Unlike coilover systems that hold the weight of
the vehicle on the upper mount of the shock, the frame rests on the air bag, thereby
removing a lot of the stress to the shock mounts.

5 Everything will bolt up to the new lower control arm just s it did with the factory unit.

6 New urethane bushings are used throughout the system along with new lower ball
joints—grease fittings are included to ensure long life.

ride suspension to fit into the space
requirements of a C4 Corvette as a bolt-
in kit. A seasoned DIY-er can install the
system in a weekend; our kit took about
eight hours to complete, thanks to Kevin
Congrove (owns the car), Gary Johnston,
Kevin & Rick. If you've ever wondered
how you might be able to change the
altitude of your C4, follow along and
we’ll show you what it took to re-do the
ride height of this Corvette.
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